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Heads of Households on Census Records from 1810 to 1880

with Special Relation to the Story of Pyrrhus Concer

Nathan Cooper — Enslaved Pyrrhus’ maternal family and Pyrrhus was originally his indentured servant.

Olive Cooper — Nathan’s wife who inherited his land and property after Nathan’s death.

John Pelletreau — Possible man who purchased Pyrrhus from the Coopers.

Charles Pelletreau — Possible man who purchased Pyrrhus from the Coopers or inherited him from his
father John along with his land. Raised Pyrrhus from about 5 years old to about 18 years old.

Gad Cooper/Williams — Pyrrhus’ maternal grandfather who was originally a slave to Nathan Cooper.

Prince Williams — Gad’s son and Pyrrhus’ uncle. Was at one-point Pyrrhus’ neighbor.

Shadrach Concer — Pyrrhus’ biological father.
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1810 Federal Census Record for Nathan Cooper
Head of Household: Nathan Cooper
Free White Males Under 10: 3

e Mercator Cooper, 7
e Gilbert Cooper, 3
e Unknown

Free White Males 26 thru 44: 2

e Nathan Cooper, age unknown
e unknown

Free White Females 10 thru 15: 1
e unknown
Free White Females 16 thru 25: 1
e unknown
Free White Females 45 and over: 1
e Olive Cooper (Howell), age unknown
All other Free Persons: 4

e Gad Williams, ~35

e Esther Williams, 39

e  Millicent Williams, 9

e Prince Gad Williams, 4

Slaves: 3

e Violet Williams, 14
e Rachel Williams, 12
e Unknown

Nathan Cooper was the head of household and his wife was Olive Cooper. They had two sons
Mercator and Gilbert. They also had a daughter Margaret, but her birthdate is unknown, so we are not
certain if she is counted on here or not. Gad and Esther Williams were former slaves of the Coopers
who had earned their freedom in 1803. However, their daughters Violet and Rachel remained slaves
at this time. Their other daughter Millicent was born in 1801 and was an indentured servant to the
Coopers having been born after the passing of the Act for the Gradual Emancipation of Slaves in the
State of New York in 1799. But their son Prince was fully a freeman as he was born to free parents in

1806. The last slave is unknown.
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1820 Federal Census Record for John Pelletreau

Head of Household: John Pelletreau
Free White Males between 16 and 18: 1

e John Smith Pelletreau, 16
Free White Males of 16 and under 26: 1

e Edwin Pelletreau, 25
Free White Males of 26 and under 45: 1

e Charles Pelletreau, 29
Free White Males of 45 and upwards: 1

e John Pelletreau, 65
Free White Females of 26 and under 45: 1

e Sarah Pelletreau, 31
Number of persons engaged in Agriculture: 1
Number of persons engaged in Commerce: 1

Number of persons engaged in Manufactures: 1

John Pelletreau is the son of famous silversmith and patriot Elias Pelletreau and worked as a
silversmith himself who is most likely the one listed as “engaged in manufactures”. His eldest sons
Charles and Edwin were most likely the ones working in Agriculture and Commerce.
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1820 Federal Census Record for Gad Cooper (Williams) and Olive Cooper
Head of Household: Gad Cooper (Williams)
Free Colored Male of 14 and under 26: 1
e Prince Gad Williams, 14
Free Colored Males of 45 and upwards: 1
e Gad Cooper, ~45
Free Colored Females under 14: 2
e Both unknown
Free Colored Females of 26 and under 45: 1
e Unknown
Free Colored Females of 45 and upwards: 1
e Esther Cooper, 49

After the death of Nathan Cooper, Gad Williams became the head of his own household. It is unknown
if they were still living on or near the Cooper property or somewhere else at this time. It is important
to note that Gad’s last name is listed here as Cooper. Violet gave birth to Pyrrhus in 1814 and her
whereabouts at this time are unknown, however she did eventually move out of Southampton and
may have been gone at this point. It is also curious that there are two girls under the age of 14 living in
the home as their other daughters would have been older by this time unless Gad and Esther had
more children.
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Head of Household: Olive Cooper
Free White Males of 10 and under 16: 1
e  Gilbert Cooper, 13
Free White Males between 16 and 18: 1
e Mercator Cooper, 17
Free White Males of 16 and under 26: 1
e unknown
Free White Females of 16 and under 26: 1
e Margaret Cooper, age unknown
Free White Females of 45 and upwards: 1
e Olive Cooper (Howell), age unknown
Number of persons engaged in Agriculture: 1

With the death of Nathan Cooper on December 4, 1817 Olive became the head of the household in
1820. As you can see at this point none of the Williams family is listed as living here still. However with
Gad being listed just before Olive, perhaps they were still on the property or at the very least
neighbors but for the purposes of this census, recorded as their own household.
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1830 Federal Census Record for Charles Pelletreau
Head of Household: Charles Pelletreau
Free White Males of 30 and under 40: 2

e Charles Pelletreau, 39
e Edwin Pelletreau, 35-?

Free White Females of 10 and under 15: 1
e unknown

Free White Females of 30 and under 40: 1
e unknown

Free Colored Males of 10 and under 24: 1

e  Pyrrhus Concer, 16

Charles Pelletreau inherited his father’s home on South Main Street. We believe the other “free white
male of 30 and under 40” was his younger brother Edwin but are not 100% sure. The two females in
the home are not known, but Charles and Edwin never got married. But we do see a “free colored
male of 10 and under 24” who we believe to be Pyrrhus Concer. This is based partly on the oral history
that Pyrrhus ended up being sold to the Pelletreau family and the fact that this is the only individual
who meets the general criteria to be Pyrrhus as provided by the census records at the time.
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1830 Federal Census Record for Gad Cooper (Williams)
Head of Household: Gad Cooper (Williams)
Free Colored Males under 10 years of age: 2
e Both unknown
Free Colored Males of 10 and under 24: 1
e  Prince Williams, 24
Free Colored Males of 55 and under 100: 1
e Gad Cooper, ~55
Free Colored Females under 10 years of age: 2
e Both unknown
Free Colored Females of 10 and under 24: 1
e Unknown
Free Colored Females of 55 and under 100: 1

e Esther Cooper, 59

Like with the 1820 census there are some mystery girls living in Gad’s household and sadly it is
impossible right now to tell who they are. They could be children of Gad’s, perhaps Prince’s wife and
child or someone else. But there is just not enough info to tell. Unlike the 1820 record, there is also
the matter of the two young boys who, at this time, are also unknown.
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1830 Federal Census Record for Shadrach Concer
Head of Household: Shadrach Concer
Free Colored Males under 10 years of age: 2
e Both are unknown
Free Colored Males of 55 and under 100: 1
e Shadrach Concer, 40
Free Colored Females of 10 and under 24: 3

e Susan Concer, 8
e Armenia, age unknown
e unknown

Free Colored Females of 36 and 55: 1

e Armenia Concer, ~36

Shadrach was Pyrrhus’ father but as far as we know, was not involved with his raising. He eventually
married a woman named Armenia and had two daughters as shown here.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1840 Federal Census Record for Charles Pelletreau

Head of Household: Charles Pelletreau
Free White Males 40 and under 50: 1

e Charles Pelletreau, 49
Free White Females 20 and under 30: 1

e Unknown
Free Colored Male 10 and under 24: 1

e Unknown

Number of persons working in Agriculture: 2

Being that Pyrrhus grew up on Charles Pelletreau’s property and working on his farm seeing a “freed
colored male 10 and under 24” and 2 people working in agriculture its an easy guess to think Pyrrhus
may still be here. However, with Pyrrhus at this time beginning his whaling career he would no longer
be listed as working in agriculture. He was also 26 at the time, so too old to be the young man listed
here.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1840 Federal Census Record for Prince Williams and Gad Cooper (Williams)

Head of Household: Prince Williams
Free Colored Males 24 and under 35: 1

e Prince Williams, 34
Free Colored Females under 10: 3

e Unknown, most likely Prince’s daughters
Free Colored Females 10 and under 24: 1

e Unknown, most likely Prince’s daughter
Free Colored Females 36 and under 55: 1

e Unknown, most likely Prince’s wife
Number of persons working in Agriculture: 1

Prince is shown here having moved out of his father’s home and created his own household. He is
shown living here with most likely his wife and children.

Head of Household: Gad Cooper (Williams)
Free Colored Males 24 and under 35: 1
e  Pyrrhus Concer, 26
Free Colored Males 56 and under 100: 1
e Gad Cooper, ~65
Free Colored Females 24 and under 35: 1
e Rachel Concer or Rachel Williams (Pyrrhus’ wife or aunt) - ?
Free Colored Females 56 and under 100: 1
e Esther Williams, 69
Number of persons working in Agriculture: 1
Number of persons working in Navigation of the Ocean: 1

Neighboring Prince is his father Gad which can be deciphered by them being directly next to each
other on the census record. Interestingly, we can infer that Pyrrhus was living here as he fits the
description as being a “free colored male” between the ages of 24 and 35 at the time who was
engaged in the business of “navigation of the ocean” as a whaler. One point of confusion lies in when
exactly Pyrrhus began living with his wife who shares a first name with his aunt Rachel who both fit
the description of a “free colored female” between the ages of 24 and 35 at the time.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1840 Federal Census Record for Shadrach Concer

Head of Household: Shadrach Concer
Free Colored Males 10 and under 24: 1

e Unknown
Free Colored Males 56 and under 100: 1

e Shadrach Concer, 50
Free Colored Females 10 and under 24: 1

e Unknown
Free Colored Females 56 and under 100: 1

e Armenia Concer, ~55
Number of persons working in Agriculture: 1

Number of persons working in Navigation of canals, lakes, rivers: 1

In “Born Free” the author posits that Pyrrhus was living with his father in 1840 due to there being a
“free colored male of 10 and under 24 years of age” in his home and also one person listed as
“working in the navigation of canals, lakes, rivers”. However, Pyrrhus was 26 at the time and was
working as a whaler at this time and would not have his ferry boat business until much later in life. It is
understandable to think that mistakes were made when the census data was collected, and these two
clues fit so close to Pyrrhus’ story. But when looking at the census record of Pyrrhus’ maternal
grandfather Gad Cooper, it is clear that is more likely that Pyrrhus was living there in 1840.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1850 Federal Census Record for Charles Pelletreau

Head of Household: Charles Pelletreau

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Charles Pelletreau 58 | M W Farmer
Mehitable Foster 43 F W
Cornelius Robinson 15 | M W

Here we see Charles Pelletreau with a new cast of characters in his house. He no longer has any
people of color in his home, but instead a new woman and teenage boy, neither of whom are related
to him.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1850 Federal Census Record for Pyrrhus Coner and Prince Williams

Head of Household: Pyrrhus Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Pyrrhus Concer 36 M B Seaman
Rachel Concer 44 F B
James Harvey Concer 2 M B
Esther Williams 79 F B

Pyrrhus’ is now shown as the head of his own household with a wife and young child living with his
maternal grandmother Esther. We also see here Pyrrhus is still living life on the sea at this time.

Head of Household: Prince Williams

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Prince Williams 4 | M B Laborer
Mary Williams 47 F B
Harriet Williams 15 F B

Prince, Pyrrhus’ uncle, is the next person on the census list shown here living with his wife and
teenage daughter. This clues us in to know that Prince and Pyrrhus were neighbors since at this time
census records were taken by going door to door in a given order.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1850 Federal Census Record for Shadrach Concer

Head of Household: Shadrach Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Shadrach Concer 60 | M B Laborer
Armenia Concer 60 F B
Susan Prime 25 F B

In 1850 we are still able to find Pyrrhus’ father on the census records living with his wife and daughter.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1860 Federal Census Record for Charles Pelletreau

Head of Household: Charles Pelletreau

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Charles Pelletreau 67 | M W Farmer
Emeline Rhodes 44 F W
Hannah Rhodes 9 F W
William S. Pelletreau 19 M W

Again, Charles’ home has a new group of people living in it. Emeline and Hannah Rhodes who are not
related to Charles in any way that we can discern are living in the home as well as William who is
Charles’ nephew. William would go on to later inherit the home and become the Southampton Town
historian and is responsible for helping to preserve huge amounts of history from this era.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1860 Federal Census Record for Pyrrhus Concer

Head of Household: Pyrrhus Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Pyrrhus Concer 46 | M B Fisherman
Rachel Concer 54 F B
Jas (James Concer) 12 | M B

By 1860 Pyrrhus’ household had shrunken slightly with his grandmother Esther passing away.
Interestingly his son’s name is listed as “Jas” instead of his full name and Pyrrhus’ profession is listed
as “Fisherman”. By this time Pyrrhus had most likely retired from whaling and had already participated
in the gold rush and settled into less adventurous lifestyle.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1860 Federal Census Record for Shadrach Concer

Head of Household: Shadrach Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) | Profession
Shadrach Concer 70 | M B ?
Armenia Concer 70 F B
Armenia Cuffee 35 F B
Selden Cuffee 1 M B

Shadrach’s household sees a new addition in the form of a grandson.
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Created and organized by the Southampton History Museum

1870 Federal Census Record for Pyrrhus Concer

Head of Household: Pyrrhus Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) Profession
Pyrrhus Concer 56 | M B Fishing
Rachel Concer 60 F B Keeping House

Pyrrhus and Rachel unfortunately lost their son James at an early age and at some point, had another
son who was never counted on census records but also died quite young. Also noted here Rachel’s age
seems to change. Not sure if it was an error here or fixing a previous error in the recording of her age.
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1880 Federal Census Record for Pyrrhus Concer

Head of Household: Pyrrhus Concer

Name Age | Sex | Color (white, black or mulatto) Profession
Pyrrhus Concer 66 | M B Sailor
Rachel Concer 70 F B Keeping House

Again, we see Rachel’s age not seeming to match up earlier records and we also see a change in
Pyrrhus’ profession. It is unclear when exactly Pyrrhus started his ferry business but with the change in
his profession here to “sailor” it may have been around this time roughly.





